10THS ON BASS: A CHORD GUIDE

A major 10th chord is created by taking a root note and adding its major third,
but raised an octave. You can think of it as the number 3 in the scale, but
counted up into the next octave, making it the 10th scale degree.

It produces a bright, open, harmonically clear sound that works beautifully on
bass.

A minor 10th is the root paired with the minor third an octave higher. The
shape is nearly identical to the major version, but the upper note is lowered by
one semitone.

This creates a darker, moodier colour that feels soulful and expressive without
adding low end clutter.

10ths allow you to outline harmony while keeping the low frequencies clean and
powerful. Because the third is placed high above the root, the interval avoids
mud and leaves room for kick drum and bass fundamentals in a mix or live
setting. You can use 10ths to:

- Add chordal colour inside grooves.

- Harmonise simple bass melodies.

- Outline progressions without playing full chords.

- Create movement between roots while maintaining clarity.



To find a 10th, simply count the scale degrees starting from the root:
1(root), 2,3, 4,5, 6,7, 8 (octave), 9,10

The 10th is the same note as the 3rd, just shifted into the next octave.
So in practical terms:

- Major 10th = Root + Major 3rd (up an octave)
- Minor 10th = Root + Minor 3rd (up an octave)

Once you know the location of the 3rd in any scale, you automatically know the
10th.

10ths are one of the cleanest ways to imply full chords on bass. Rather than
playing dense chord voicings that interfere with low-end clarity, the 10th gives
you the essential chord colour with just two notes. The root provides stability,
while the upper third defines whether the harmony is major or minor. This
creates a rich, expressive chordal texture without sacrificing punch or definition.

We can play every chord of a key if we know the chord qualities of each degree.
Here are the chords of Major and Minor Keys:

Major Key:
Major - Minor - Minor - Major - Major - Minor - Minor
Minor Key:

Minor - Minor - Major - Minor - Minor - Major - Major

Please take your time with the workbook below:
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There are 2 fundamental shapes we will be focussing on in this guide.
The Major 10th shape & the Minor 10th shape. Please make yourself comfortable with these
shapes before moving on to chord progressions and articulations.

Here are the shapes for the Major and Minor 10th chords using the key of G as an example:
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Diatonic Chords In F Major
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Chord Progressions in E - 1-5-6-4
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G Major - Hammer Ons From 9th to 10th of Major Chords In Key
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G Major - All Chords Using Pull Offs From 10th to 9th
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